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NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, CYCLE C

Opening prayer:Jesus, like the centurion we believe that you heal and save through your Word. Speak your Word to
us nowand let us hear itwith faith. We ask this in your name. Amen.
Sharing life:What are you most and least grateful for this week?
Facilitator reads focus statement:In the first reading, Solomon asks God to hear the prayers of foreigners, the non-
Jews. In the Gospel, Jesus does just that by responding to the plea of the centurion, a non-Jewish person. In the second
reading, Paul condemns those who are undermining the Gospel he has preached to the Galatians.
Read the assigned Scripture readings, pausing briefly after each one. Consider going over the commentary after each
reading, if you have not done so prior to your meeting.

FIRST READING: 1Kings 8:41-43

This is a long prayer ascribed to Solomon during the dedication of the Temple. Solomon prays that God hears and
responds to the prayers of foreigners who come to the Temple to pray. The reading was chosen because it prepares us
to listen to the prayer of the centurion, also a Gentile, who petitions Jesus to heal his servant.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 117

This psalm is an expression of the praise that is brought to God by the Gentiles, while the refrain "Go out to all the
world and tell the Good News" focuses on the Christian mission to bring the Gospel to all nations.

SECOND READING: Galatians 1:1-2, 6-10

This week, the lectionary begins a six-week series of readings from Paul's Letter to the Galatians.

Paul ist his feisty best. He is very upset with a group of "Judaisers" who are undermining his teaching by saying that to
be saved, one must not only believe in Jesus but must alsoobserve the Mosaic Law, e.g., be circumcised and observe
Jewish dietary restrictions, etc. Paul sternly counsels that anyone who preaches a gospel other than the one he has
preached must be rejected-even cursed. At the end, Paul defends himself by stating that his intention is not to please
people but to please God.

GOSPEL: Luke 7:1-10

Luke, the author of this Gospel, was a Gentile writing his Gospel primarily for Gentiles. In his Gospel, Luke seeks to
convey God's desire to save not only the Jewish people, but non-Jewish people as well.

Jesus responds to the plea of a Roman centurion, a non-Jewish person. Luke tells the Gentiles: You too can win the
Lord's favor if you place your faith in him. The centurion is probably an exception amongst his peers. His Jewish
subjects plead on his behalf saying: He deserves this favor from you because he loves our people. In addition, the
centurion displays a beautiful, humble and powerful faith in Jesus' power to heal his servant. He tells Jesus that he does
not need to come to his homebut onlyto speak the Word, and his servant will be healed. Jesus is amazed at the faith of
this pagan man:"I tell you, I have not found such faith among the Israelites." The story makes several points worth
noting:

Here is an example of a man who uses his power to help people and not hurt them.

We are warned not to write off someone just because he/shehappens to belong to a group or religion that is
different from ours. Each individual should be judged on his/her own merits.
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God has the power to heal. His Word is not an empty one.

When it comes to religion, God reads hearts and not baptismal certificates.

We are reminded that non-believers, or at least non-churchgoers, can sometimes have more practical Christianity
than we who attend church every Sunday.

Finally, the centurion's words:"Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof..." are now part of our
Mass.

FAITH-SHARING QUESTIONS

1. What verse spoke to you most? Why?

2. How often do you pray for non-believers that they might receive and respond to the gift of faith?

3. In what ways might we water down our religion today to make it more acceptable to others?

4. What strikes you most about the Roman centurion? What can we learn from him?

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Name one way you can act on today's readings. Suggestions: Often include non-believers in your prayers. Be sensitive
and affirm the goodness found in non-believers and non-churchgoers.

CONCLUDE WITH PRAYERS OF PETITION AND INTERCESSION
?? ?? ?? ?? 1
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