
December 1: Creation 

Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-4
Genesis 1:1
In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth,
2
the earth was a formless wasteland, and darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty wind swept over the 
waters.
3
Then God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.
4
God saw how good the light was. God then separated the light from the darkness.
5
God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." Thus evening came, and morning 
followed--the first day.
6
Then God said, "Let there be a dome in the middle of the waters, to separate one body of water from the 
other." And so it happened:
7
God made the dome, and it separated the water above the dome from the water below it.
8
God called the dome "the sky." Evening came, and morning followed--the second day.
9
Then God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered into a single basin, so that the dry land may 
appear." And so it happened: the water under the sky was gathered into its basin, and the dry land 
appeared.
10
God called the dry land "the earth," and the basin of the water he called "the sea." God saw how good it 
was.
11
Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth vegetation: every kind of plant that bears seed and every kind 
of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit with its seed in it." And so it happened:
12
the earth brought forth every kind of plant that bears seed and every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears 
fruit with its seed in it. God saw how good it was.
13
Evening came, and morning followed--the third day.
14
Then God said: "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky, to separate day from night. Let them mark 
the fixed times, the days and the years,
15
and serve as luminaries in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the earth." And so it happened:
16
God made the two great lights, the greater one to govern the day, and the lesser one to govern the night; 
and he made the stars.
17
God set them in the dome of the sky, to shed light upon the earth,
18
to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. God saw how good it was.
19
Evening came, and morning followed--the fourth day.



20
Then God said, "Let the water teem with an abundance of living creatures, and on the earth let birds fly 
beneath the dome of the sky." And so it happened:
21
God created the great sea monsters and all kinds of swimming creatures with which the water teems, and 
all kinds of winged birds. God saw how good it was,
22
and God blessed them, saying, "Be fertile, multiply, and fill the water of the seas; and let the birds 
multiply on the earth."
23
Evening came, and morning followed--the fifth day.
24
Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures: cattle, creeping things, and wild 
animals of all kinds." And so it happened:
25
God made all kinds of wild animals, all kinds of cattle, and all kinds of creeping things of the earth. God 
saw how good it was.
26
Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the creatures that 
crawl on the ground."
27
God created man in his image; in the divine image he created him; male and female he created them.
28
God blessed them, saying: "Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that move on the earth."
29
God also said: "See, I give you every seed-bearing plant all over the earth and every tree that has seed-
bearing fruit on it to be your food;
30
and to all the animals of the land, all the birds of the air, and all the living creatures that crawl on the 
ground, I give all the green plants for food." And so it happened.
31
God looked at everything he had made, and he found it very good. Evening came, and morning 
followed--the sixth day.
Gen 2:1
Thus the heavens and the earth and all their array were completed.
2
Since on the seventh day God was finished with the work he had been doing, he rested on the seventh 
day from all the work he had undertaken.
3
So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work he had done 
in creation.
4
Such is the story of the heavens and the earth at their creation. 



December 2: Adam and Eve
Genesis 2:7-9, 18-24

Genesis 2:7
the LORD God formed man out of the clay of the ground and blew into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and so man became a living being.
8
Then the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and he placed there the man whom he had 
formed.
9
Out of the ground the LORD God made various trees grow that were delightful to look at and good for 
food, with the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and bad. …
18
The LORD God said: "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a suitable partner for him."
19
So the LORD God formed out of the ground various wild animals and various birds of the air, and he 
brought them to the man to see what he would call them; whatever the man called each of them would 
be its name.
20
The man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of the air, and all the wild animals; but none proved to 
be the suitable partner for the man.
21
So the LORD God cast a deep sleep on the man, and while he was asleep, he took out one of his ribs and 
closed up its place with flesh.
22
The LORD God then built up into a woman the rib that he had taken from the man. When he brought her 
to the man,
23
the man said: "This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; This one shall be called 
'woman,' for out of 'her man' this one has been taken."
24
That is why a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and the two of them become one 
body.



December 3: Fall of Man
Genesis 3:1-7 and 23-24

Genesis 3:1
Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the animals that the LORD God had made. The serpent 
asked the woman, "Did God really tell you not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?"
2
The woman answered the serpent: "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden;
3
it is only about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden that God said, 'You shall not eat it or even 
touch it, lest you die.'"
4
But the serpent said to the woman: "You certainly will not die!
5
No, God knows well that the moment you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods 
who know what is good and what is bad."
6
The woman saw that the tree was good for food, pleasing to the eyes, and desirable for gaining wisdom. 
So she took some of its fruit and ate it; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 
ate it.
7
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked; so they sewed fig 
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. …
23
The LORD God therefore banished him from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he had 
been taken.
24
When he expelled the man, he settled him east of the garden of Eden; and he stationed the cherubim and 
the fiery revolving sword, to guard the way to the tree of life.



December 4: Noah
Genesis 6:5-8, 13-22; 7:17, 23, 24; 8:1, 6-22

Genesis 6:5
When the LORD saw how great was man's wickedness on earth, and how no desire that his heart 
conceived was ever anything but evil,
6
he regretted that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was grieved.
7
So the LORD said: "I will wipe out from the earth the men whom I have created, and not only the men, 
but also the beasts and the creeping things and the birds of the air, for I am sorry that I made them."
8
But Noah found favor with the LORD. …
13
he said to Noah: "I have decided to put an end to all mortals on earth; the earth is full of lawlessness 
because of them. So I will destroy them and all life on earth.
14
Make yourself an ark of gopherwood, put various compartments in it, and cover it inside and out with 
pitch.
15
This is how you shall build it: the length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, 
and its height thirty cubits.
16
Make an opening for daylight in the ark, and finish the ark a cubit above it. Put an entrance in the side of 
the ark, which you shall make with bottom, second and third decks.
17
I, on my part, am about to bring the flood (waters) on the earth, to destroy everywhere all creatures in 
which there is the breath of life; everything on earth shall perish.
18
But with you I will establish my covenant; you and your sons, your wife and your sons' wives, shall go 
into the ark.
19
Of all other living creatures you shall bring two into the ark, one male and one female, that you may 
keep them alive with you.
20
Of all kinds of birds, of all kinds of beasts, and of all kinds of creeping things, two of each shall come 
into the ark with you, to stay alive.
21
Moreover, you are to provide yourself with all the food that is to be eaten, and store it away, that it may 
serve as provisions for you and for them."
22
This Noah did; he carried out all the commands that God gave him. …

Gen 7:17
The flood continued upon the earth for forty days. As the waters increased, they lifted the ark, so that it 
rose above the earth. …
23
The LORD wiped out every living thing on earth: man and cattle, the creeping things and the birds of 
the air; all were wiped out from the earth. Only Noah and those with him in the ark were left.
24
The waters maintained their crest over the earth for one hundred and fifty days, …



 
Gen 8:1
and then God remembered Noah and all the animals, wild and tame, that were with him in the ark. So 
God made a wind sweep over the earth, and the waters began to subside. …
6
At the end of forty days Noah opened the hatch he had made in the ark,
7
and he sent out a raven, to see if the waters had lessened on the earth. It flew back and forth until the 
waters dried off from the earth.
8
Then he sent out a dove, to see if the waters had lessened on the earth.
9
But the dove could find no place to alight and perch, and it returned to him in the ark, for there was 
water all over the earth. Putting out his hand, he caught the dove and drew it back to him inside the ark.
10
He waited seven days more and again sent the dove out from the ark.
11
In the evening the dove came back to him, and there in its bill was a plucked-off olive leaf! So Noah 
knew that the waters had lessened on the earth.
12
He waited still another seven days and then released the dove once more; and this time it did not come 
back.
13
In the six hundred and first year of Noah's life, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the water 
began to dry up on the earth. Noah then removed the covering of the ark and saw that the surface of the 
ground was drying up.
14
In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry.
15
Then God said to Noah:
16
"Go out of the ark, together with your wife and your sons and your sons' wives.
17
Bring out with you every living thing that is with you--all bodily creatures, be they birds or animals or 
creeping things of the earth-and let them abound on the earth, breeding and multiplying on it."
18
So Noah came out, together with his wife and his sons and his sons' wives;
19
and all the animals, wild and tame, all the birds, and all the creeping creatures of the earth left the ark, 
one kind after another.
20
Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and choosing from every clean animal and every clean bird, he 
offered holocausts on the altar.
21
When the LORD smelled the sweet odor, he said to himself: "Never again will I doom the earth because 
of man, since the desires of man's heart are evil from the start; nor will I ever again strike down all 
living beings, as I have done.
22
As long as the earth lasts, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, Summer and winter, and day and night 
shall not cease."



December 5: Abraham
Genesis 12:1-3 

Genesis 12:1
The LORD said to Abram: "Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father's house to a 
land that I will show you.
2
"I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, so that you will be 
a blessing.
3
I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you. All the communities of the earth shall 
find blessing in you."



December 6: Isaac
Genesis 22:1-14

Genesis 22:1
Some time after these events, God put Abraham to the test. He called to him, "Abraham!" 
"Ready!" he replied.
2
Then God said: "Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. 
There you shall offer him up as a holocaust on a height that I will point out to you."
3
Early the next morning Abraham saddled his donkey, took with him his son Isaac, and two of his 
servants as well, and with the wood that he had cut for the holocaust, set out for the place of which God 
had told him.
4
On the third day Abraham got sight of the place from afar.
5
Then he said to his servants: "Both of you stay here with the donkey, while the boy and I go on over 
yonder. We will worship and then come back to you."
6
Thereupon Abraham took the wood for the holocaust and laid it on his son Isaac's shoulders, while he 
himself carried the fire and the knife.
7
As the two walked on together, Isaac spoke to his father Abraham. "Father!" he said. "Yes, son," he 
replied. Isaac continued, "Here are the fire and the wood, but where is the sheep for the holocaust?"
8
"Son," Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the sheep for the holocaust." Then the two 
continued going forward.
9
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the 
wood on it. Next he tied up his son Isaac, and put him on top of the wood on the altar.
10
Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son.
11
But the LORD'S messenger called to him from heaven, "Abraham, Abraham!" "Yes, Lord," he 
answered.
12
"Do not lay your hand on the boy," said the messenger. "Do not do the least thing to him. I know now 
how devoted you are to God, since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son."
13
As Abraham looked about, he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket. So he went and took the 
ram and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son.
14
Abraham named the site Yahweh-yireh; hence people now say, "On the mountain the LORD will see."



December 7: Jacob
Genesis 25:1-34; 28:10-15

Genesis 25:1
Abraham married another wife, whose name was Keturah.
2
She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah.
3
Jokshan became the father of Sheba and Dedan. The descendants of Dedan were the Asshurim, the 
Letushim, and the Leummim.
4
The descendants of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All of these were 
descendants of Keturah.
5
Abraham deeded everything that he owned to his son Isaac.
6
To his sons by concubinage, however, he made grants while he was still living, as he sent them away 
eastward, to the land of Kedem, away from his son Isaac.
7
The whole span of Abraham's life was one hundred and seventy-five years.
8
Then he breathed his last, dying at a ripe old age, grown old after a full life; and he was taken to his 
kinsmen.
9
His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron, son of Zohar the 
Hittite, which faces Mamre,
10
the field that Abraham had bought from the Hittites; there he was buried next to his wife Sarah.
11
After the death of Abraham, God blessed his son Isaac, who made his home near Beer-lahai-roi.
12
These are the descendants of Abraham's son Ishmael, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's slave, bore to 
Abraham.
13
These are the names of Ishmael's sons, listed in the order of their birth: Nebaioth (Ishmael's firstborn), 
Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam,
14
Mishma, Dumah, Massa,
15
Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah.
16
These are the sons of Ishmael, their names by their villages and encampments; twelve chieftains of as 
many tribal groups.
17
The span of Ishmael's life was one hundred and thirty-seven years. After he had breathed his last and 
died, he was taken to his kinsmen.
18
The Ishmaelites ranged from Havilah-by-Shur, which is on the border of Egypt, all the way to Asshur; 
and each of them pitched camp in opposition to his various kinsmen.
19
This is the family history of Isaac, son of Abraham; Abraham had begotten Isaac.



20
Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-
aram and the sister of Laban the Aramean.
21
Isaac entreated the LORD on behalf of his wife, since she was sterile. The LORD heard his entreaty, and 
Rebekah became pregnant.
22
But the children in her womb jostled each other so much that she exclaimed, "If this is to be so, what 
good will it do me!" She went to consult the LORD,
23
and he answered her: "Two nations are in your womb, two peoples are quarreling while still within you; 
But one shall surpass the other, and the older shall serve the younger."
24
When the time of her delivery came, there were twins in her womb.
25
The first to emerge was reddish, and his whole body was like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau.
26
His brother came out next, gripping Esau's heel; so they named him Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old 
when they were born.
27
As the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, a man who lived in the open; whereas Jacob was a 
simple man, who kept to his tents.
28
Isaac preferred Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah preferred Jacob.
29
Once, when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the open, famished.
30
He said to Jacob, "Let me gulp down some of that red stuff; I'm starving." (That is why he was called 
Edom.)
31
But Jacob replied, "First give me your birthright in exchange for it."
32
"Look," said Esau, "I'm on the point of dying. What good will any birthright do me?"
33
But Jacob insisted, "Swear to me first!" So he sold Jacob his birthright under oath.
34
Jacob then gave him some bread and the lentil stew; and Esau ate, drank, got up, and went his way. Esau 
cared little for his birthright. …

Gen 28:10
Jacob departed from Beer-sheba and proceeded toward Haran.
11
When he came upon a certain shrine, as the sun had already set, he stopped there for the night. Taking 
one of the stones at the shrine, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep at that spot.
12
Then he had a dream: a stairway rested on the ground, with its top reaching to the heavens; and God's 
messengers were going up and down on it.
13
And there was the LORD standing beside him and saying: "I, the LORD, am the God of your forefather 
Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on which you are lying I will give to you and your descendants.



14
These shall be as plentiful as the dust of the earth, and through them you shall spread out east and west, 
north and south. In you and your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing.
15
Know that I am with you; I will protect you wherever you go, and bring you back to this land. I will 
never leave you until I have done what I promised you."



December 8: Joseph
Genesis 37:23-28; 45:3-15

Genesis 37:23
So when Joseph came up to them, they stripped him of the long tunic he had on;
24
then they took him and threw him into the cistern, which was empty and dry.
25
They then sat down to their meal. Looking up, they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, 
their camels laden with gum, balm and resin to be taken down to Egypt.
26
Judah said to his brothers: "What is to be gained by killing our brother and concealing his blood?
27
Rather, let us sell him to these Ishmaelites, instead of doing away with him ourselves. After all, he is our 
brother, our own flesh." His brothers agreed.
28
They sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. Some Midianite traders passed by, and 
they pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and took him to Egypt. …
Gen 45:3
"I am Joseph," he said to his brothers. "Is my father still in good health?" But his brothers could give 
him no answer, so dumbfounded were they at him.
4
"Come closer to me," he told his brothers. When they had done so, he said: "I am your brother Joseph, 
whom you once sold into Egypt.
5
But now do not be distressed, and do not reproach yourselves for having sold me here. It was really for 
the sake of saving lives that God sent me here ahead of you.
6
For two years now the famine has been in the land, and for five more years tillage will yield no harvest.
7
God, therefore, sent me on ahead of you to ensure for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives in 
an extraordinary deliverance.
8
So it was not really you but God who had me come here; and he has made of me a father to Pharaoh, 
lord of all his household, and ruler over the whole land of Egypt.
9
"Hurry back, then, to my father and tell him: 'Thus says your son Joseph: God has made me lord of all 
Egypt; come to me without delay.
10
You will settle in the region of Goshen, where you will be near me--you and your children and 
grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and everything that you own.
11
Since five years of famine still lie ahead, I will provide for you there, so that you and your family and all 
that are yours may not suffer want.'
12
Surely, you can see for yourselves, and Benjamin can see for himself, that it is I, Joseph, who am 
speaking to you.
13
Tell my father all about my high position in Egypt and what you have seen. But hurry and bring my 
father down here."



14
Thereupon he flung himself on the neck of his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin wept in his 
arms.
15
Joseph then kissed all his brothers, crying over each of them; and only then were his brothers able to talk 
with him.



December 9: Moses
Exodus 2:1-10

Exodus 2: 1
Now a certain man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman,
2
who conceived and bore a son. Seeing that he was a goodly child, she hid him for three months.
3
When she could hide him no longer, she took a papyrus basket, daubed it with bitumen and pitch, and 
putting the child in it, placed it among the reeds on the river bank.
4
His sister stationed herself at a distance to find out what would happen to him.
5
Pharaoh's daughter came down to the river to bathe, while her maids walked along the river bank. 
Noticing the basket among the reeds, she sent her handmaid to fetch it.
6
On opening it, she looked, and lo, there was a baby boy, crying! She was moved with pity for him and 
said, "It is one of the Hebrews' children."
7
Then his sister asked Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and call one of the Hebrew women to nurse the 
child for you?"
8
"Yes, do so," she answered. So the maiden went and called the child's own mother.
9
Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will repay you." The woman 
therefore took the child and nursed it.
10
When the child grew, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, who adopted him as her son and called him 
Moses; for she said, "I drew him out of the water."



December 10: Samuel

1 Samuel 3:1-18
1 Samuel 3:1
There followed a long war between the house of Saul and that of David, in which David grew stronger, but 
the house of Saul weaker.
2
Sons were born to David in Hebron: his first-born, Amnon, of Ahinoam from Jezreel;
3
the second, Chileab, of Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel; the third, Absalom, son of Maacah the 
daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur;
4
the fourth, Adonijah, son of Haggith; the fifth, Shephatiah, son of Abital;
5
and the sixth, Ithream, of David's wife Eglah. These were born to David in Hebron.
6
During the war between the house of Saul and that of David, Abner was gaining power in the house of Saul.
7
Now Saul had had a concubine, Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah. And Ishbaal, son of Saul, said to Abner, "Why 
have you been intimate with my father's concubine?"
8
Enraged at the words of Ishbaal, Abner said, "Am I a dog's head in Judah? At present I am doing a kindness 
to the house of your father Saul, to his brothers and his friends, by keeping you out of David's clutches; yet 
this day you charge me with a crime involving a woman!
9
May God do thus and so to Abner if I do not carry out for David what the LORD swore to him--
10
that is, take away the kingdom from the house of Saul and establish the throne of David over Israel and over 
Judah from Dan to Beersheba."
11
In his fear of Abner, Ishbaal was no longer able to say a word to him.
12
Then Abner sent messengers to David in Telam, where he was at the moment, to say, "Make an agreement 
with me, and I will aid you by bringing all Israel over to you."
13
He replied, "Very well, I will make an agreement with you. But one thing I require of you. You must not 
appear before me unless you bring back Michal, Saul's daughter, when you come to present yourself to me."
14
At the same time David sent messengers to Ishbaal, son of Saul, to say, "Give me my wife Michal, whom I 
espoused by paying a hundred Philistine foreskins."
15
Ishbaal sent for her and took her away from her husband Paltiel, son of Laish,
16
who followed her weeping as far as Bahurim. But Abner said to him, "Go back!" And he turned back.
17
Abner then said in discussion with the elders of Israel: "For a long time you have been seeking David as your 
king.
18
Now take action, for the LORD has said of David, 'By my servant David I will save my people Israel from 
the grasp of the Philistines and from the grasp of all their enemies.'"



December 11: Jesse
1 Samuel 16:1-13

1 Samuel 16:1
David had gone a little beyond the top when Ziba, the servant of Meribbaal, met him with saddled asses 
laden with two hundred loaves of bread, an ephah of cakes of pressed raisins, an ephah of summer fruits, 
and a skin of wine.
2
The king said to Ziba, "What do you plan to do with these?" Ziba replied: "The asses are for the king's 
household to ride on. The bread and summer fruits are for your servants to eat, and the wine for those to 
drink who are weary in the desert."
3
Then the king said, "And where is your lord's son?" Ziba answered the king, "He is staying in Jerusalem, 
for he said, 'Now the Israelites will restore to me my father's kingdom.'"
4
The king therefore said to Ziba, "So! Everything Meribbaal had is yours." Then Ziba said: "I pay you 
homage, my lord the king. May I find favor with you!"
5
As David was approaching Bahurim, a man named Shimei, the son of Gera of the same clan as Saul's 
family, was coming out of the place, cursing as he came.
6
He threw stones at David and at all the king's officers, even though all the soldiers, including the royal 
guard, were on David's right and on his left.
7
Shimei was saying as he cursed: "Away, away, you murderous and wicked man!
8
The LORD has requited you for all the bloodshed in the family of Saul, in whose stead you became 
king, and the LORD has given over the kingdom to your son Absalom. And now you suffer ruin because 
you are a murderer."
9
Abishai, son of Zeruiah, said to the king: "Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go 
over, please, and lop off his head."
10
But the king replied: "What business is it of mine or of yours, sons of Zeruiah, that he curses? Suppose 
the LORD has told him to curse David; who then will dare to say, 'Why are you doing this?'"
11
Then the king said to Abishai and to all his servants: "If my own son, who came forth from my loins, is 
seeking my life, how much more might this Benjaminite do so! Let him alone and let him curse, for the 
LORD has told him to.
12
Perhaps the LORD will look upon my affliction and make it up to me with benefits for the curses he is 
uttering this day."
13
David and his men continued on the road, while Shimei kept abreast of them on the hillside, all the 
while cursing and throwing stones and dirt as he went.



December 12: David
1 Samuel 17:12-51

1 Samuel 17:12
(David was the son of an Ephrathite named Jesse, who was from Bethlehem in Judah. He had eight sons, 
and in the days of Saul was old and well on in years.
13
The three oldest sons of Jesse had followed Saul to war; these three sons who had gone off to war were 
named, the first-born Eliab, the second son Abinadab, and the third Shammah.
14
David was the youngest. While the three oldest had joined Saul,
15
David would go and come from Saul to tend his father's sheep at Bethlehem.
16
(Meanwhile the Philistine came forward and took his stand morning and evening for forty days.
17
(Now Jesse said to his son David: "Take this ephah of roasted grain and these ten loaves for your 
brothers, and bring them quickly to your brothers in the camp.
18
Also take these ten cheeses for the field officer. Greet your brothers and bring home some token from 
them.
19
Saul, and they, and all Israel are fighting against the Philistines in the Vale of the Terebinth."
20
Early the next morning, having left the flock with a shepherd, David set out on his errand, as Jesse had 
commanded him. He reached the barricade of the camp just as the army, on their way to the 
battleground, were shouting their battle cry.
21
The Israelites and the Philistines drew up opposite each other in battle array.
22
David entrusted what he had brought to the keeper of the baggage and hastened to the battle line, where 
he greeted his brothers.
23
While he was talking with them, the Philistine champion, by name Goliath of Gath, came up from the 
ranks of the Philistines and spoke as before, and David listened.
24
When the Israelites saw the man, they all retreated before him, very much afraid.
25
The Israelites had been saying: "Do you see this man coming up? He comes up to insult Israel. If anyone 
should kill him, the king would give him great wealth, and his daughter as well, and would grant 
exemption to his father's family in Israel."
26
David now said to the men standing by: "What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and 
frees Israel of the disgrace? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine in any case, that he should insult the 
armies of the living God?"
27
They repeated the same words to him and said, "That is how the man who kills him will be rewarded."
28
When Eliab, his oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he grew angry with David and said: 
"Why did you come down? With whom have you left those sheep in the desert meanwhile? I know your 
arrogance and your evil intent. You came down to enjoy the battle!"



29
David replied, "What have I done now?--I was only talking."
30
Yet he turned from him to another and asked the same question; and everyone gave him the same answer 
as before.
31
The words that David had spoken were overheard and reported to Saul, who sent for him.)
32
Then David spoke to Saul: "Let your majesty not lose courage. I am at your service to go and fight this 
Philistine."
33
But Saul answered David, "You cannot go up against this Philistine and fight with him, for you are only 
a youth, while he has been a warrior from his youth."
34
Then David told Saul: "Your servant used to tend his father's sheep, and whenever a lion or bear came to 
carry off a sheep from the flock,
35
I would go after it and attack it and rescue the prey from its mouth. If it attacked me, I would seize it by 
the jaw, strike it, and kill it.
36
Your servant has killed both a lion and a bear, and this uncircumcised Philistine will be as one of them, 
because he has insulted the armies of the living God."
37
David continued: "The LORD, who delivered me from the claws of the lion and the bear, will also keep 
me safe from the clutches of this Philistine." Saul answered David, "Go! the LORD will be with you."
38
Then Saul clothed David in his own tunic, putting a bronze helmet on his head and arming him with a 
coat of mail.
39
David also girded himself with Saul's sword over the tunic. He walked with difficulty, however, since he 
had never tried armor before. He said to Saul, "I cannot go in these, because I have never tried them 
before." So he took them off.
40
Then, staff in hand, David selected five smooth stones from the wadi and put them in the pocket of his 
shepherd's bag. With his sling also ready to hand, he approached the Philistine.
41
With his shield-bearer marching before him, the Philistine also advanced closer and closer to David.
42
When he had sized David up, and seen that he was youthful, and ruddy, and handsome in appearance, he 
held him in contempt.
43
The Philistine said to David, "Am I a dog that you come against me with a staff?" Then the Philistine 
cursed David by his gods
44
and said to him, "Come here to me, and I will leave your flesh for the birds of the air and the beasts of 
the field."
45
David answered him: "You come against me with sword and spear and scimitar, but I come against you 
in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel that you have insulted.



46
Today the LORD shall deliver you into my hand; I will strike you down and cut off your head. This very 
day I will leave your corpse and the corpses of the Philistine army for the birds of the air and the beasts 
of the field; thus the whole land shall learn that Israel has a God.
47
All this multitude, too, shall learn that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves. For the battle is 
the LORD'S, and he shall deliver you into our hands."
48
The Philistine then moved to meet David at close quarters, while David ran quickly toward the battle 
line in the direction of the Philistine.
49
David put his hand into the bag and took out a stone, hurled it with the sling, and struck the Philistine on 
the forehead. The stone embedded itself in his brow, and he fell prostrate on the ground.
50
(Thus David overcame the Philistine with sling and stone; he struck the Philistine mortally, and did it 
without a sword.)
51
Then David ran and stood over him; with the Philistine's own sword (which he drew from its sheath) he 
dispatched him and cut off his head.When they saw that their hero was dead, the Philistines took to 
flight.



December 13: Solomon
1 Kings 3:5-14, 16-28

1 Kings 3:5
In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. God said, "Ask something of me 
and I will give it to you."
6
Solomon answered: "You have shown great favor to your servant, my father David, because he behaved 
faithfully toward you, with justice and an upright heart; and you have continued this great favor toward 
him, even today, seating a son of his on his throne.
7
O LORD, my God, you have made me, your servant, king to succeed my father David; but I am a mere 
youth, not knowing at all how to act.
8
I serve you in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a people so vast that it cannot be 
numbered or counted.
9
Give your servant, therefore, an understanding heart to judge your people and to distinguish right from 
wrong. For who is able to govern this vast people of yours?"
10
The LORD was pleased that Solomon made this request.
11
So God said to him: "Because you have asked for this--not for a long life for yourself, nor for riches, nor 
for the life of your enemies, but for understanding so that you may know what is right--
12
I do as you requested. I give you a heart so wise and understanding that there has never been anyone like 
you up to now, and after you there will come no one to equal you.
13
In addition, I give you what you have not asked for, such riches and glory that among kings there is not 
your like.
14
And if you follow me by keeping my statutes and commandments, as your father David did, I will give 
you a long life." …
16
Later, two harlots came to the king and stood before him.
17
One woman said: "By your leave, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house, and I gave birth in 
the house while she was present.
18
On the third day after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth. We were alone in the house; there was no 
one there but us two.
19
This woman's son died during the night; she smothered him by lying on him.
20
Later that night she got up and took my son from my side, as I, your handmaid, was sleeping. Then she 
laid him in her bosom, after she had laid her dead child in my bosom.
21
I rose in the morning to nurse my child, and I found him dead. But when I examined him in the morning 
light, I saw it was not the son whom I had borne."



22
The other woman answered, "It is not so! The living one is my son, the dead one is yours." But the first 
kept saying, "No, the dead one is your child, the living one is mine!" Thus they argued before the king.
23
Then the king said: "One woman claims, 'This, the living one, is my child, and the dead one is yours.' 
The other answers, 'No! The dead one is your child; the living one is mine.'"
24
The king continued, "Get me a sword." When they brought the sword before him,
25
he said, "Cut the living child in two, and give half to one woman and half to the other."
26
The woman whose son it was, in the anguish she felt for it, said to the king, "Please, my lord, give her 
the living child--please do not kill it!" The other, however, said, "It shall be neither mine nor yours. 
Divide it!"
27
The king then answered, "Give the first one the living child! By no means kill it, for she is the mother."
28
When all Israel heard the judgment the king had given, they were in awe of him, because they saw that 
the king had in him the wisdom of God for giving judgment.



December 14: Joseph
Matthew 1:18-25

Matthew 1:18
Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, 
but before they lived together, she was found with child through the holy Spirit.
19
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to 
divorce her quietly.
20
Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the holy 
Spirit that this child has been conceived in her.
21
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."
22
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:
23
"Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which 
means "God is with us."
24
When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his 
home.
25
He had no relations with her until she bore a son, and he named him Jesus.



December 15: Mary
Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38

Matthew 1:18
Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, 
but before they lived together, she was found with child through the holy Spirit.
19
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to 
divorce her quietly.
20
Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the holy 
Spirit that this child has been conceived in her.
21
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."
22
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:
23
"Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which 
means "God is with us."
24
When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into his 
home.
25
He had no relations with her until she bore a son, and he named him Jesus.

Luke 1:26
In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
27
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin's name was Mary.
28
And coming to her, he said, "Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you."
29
But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
30
Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
31
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.
32
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the throne of 
David his father,
33
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."
34
But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?"
35
And the angel said to her in reply, "The holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.



36
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month 
for her who was called barren;
37
for nothing will be impossible for God."
38
Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word." 
Then the angel departed from her.



December 16: John the Baptist
Mark 1:1-8

Mark 1:1
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ (the Son of God).
2
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: "Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare 
your way.
3
A voice of one crying out in the desert: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.'"
4
John (the) Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
5
People of the whole Judean countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him and 
were being baptized by him in the Jordan River as they acknowledged their sins.
6
John was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He fed on locusts and wild honey.
7
And this is what he proclaimed: "One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and 
loosen the thongs of his sandals.
8
I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the holy Spirit."



On December 17, the Church begins to intensify the preparation for Christmas 
with the use of the "O" Antiphons during the Liturgy of the Hours. The symbols 
for the Jesse Tree from December 17 to 23 are based on the "O" Antiphons.

December 17: Jesus is Wisdom
Sirach 24:2; Wisdom 8:1

Sirach 24:2

In the assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth, in the presence of his hosts she declares her 
worth…

Wisdom 8:1
Indeed, she reaches from end to end mightily and governs all things well.



December 18: Jesus is Lord
Ex. 3:2; 20:1

Exodus 3:2
There an angel of the LORD appeared to him in fire flaming out of a bush. As he looked on, he was 
surprised to see that the bush, though on fire, was not consumed. …

20:1
Then God delivered all these commandments…



December 19: Jesus is Flower of Jesse
Isaiah 11:1-3

Isaiah 11:1
But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom.
2
The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, A spirit of counsel 
and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD,
3
and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD. Not by appearance shall he judge, nor by hearsay shall he 
decide…



December 20: Jesus is Key of David
Isaiah 22:22 

Isaiah 22:22
I will place the key of the House of David on his shoulder; when he opens, no one shall shut, when he 
shuts, no one shall open.



December 21: Jesus is the Radiant Dawn
Psalm 19:6-7

Psalm 19:6
…it comes forth like a bridegroom from his chamber, and like an athlete joyfully runs its course.
7
From one end of the heavens it comes forth; its course runs through to the other; nothing escapes its 
heat.



December 22: Jesus is King of the Gentiles
Psalm 2:7-8; Ephesians 2:14-20

Psalm 2: 7
I will proclaim the decree of the LORD, who said to me, "You are my son; today I am your father.
8
Only ask it of me, and I will make your inheritance the nations, your possession the ends of the earth.

Ehpesians 2:14
For he is our peace, he who made both one and broke down the dividing wall of enmity, through his 
flesh,
15
abolishing the law with its commandments and legal claims, that he might create in himself one new 
person in place of the two, thus establishing peace,
16
and might reconcile both with God, in one body, through the cross, putting that enmity to death by it.
17
He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near,
18
for through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.
19
So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the holy ones and 
members of the household of God,
20
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. 



December 23: Jesus is Emmanuel
Isaiah 7:14; 33:22

Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and 
shall name him Immanuel. …

33:22
Indeed the LORD will be there with us, majestic; yes, the LORD our judge, the LORD our lawgiver, the 
LORD our king, he it is who will save us.



December 24: Jesus is Light of the World
John 1:1-14 

John 1:1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2
He was in the beginning with God.
3
All things came to be through him, and without him nothing came to be. What came to be
4
through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race;
5
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6
A man named John was sent from God.
7
He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.
8
He was not the light, but came to testify to the light.
9
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10
He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world did not know him.
11
He came to what was his own, but his own people did not accept him.
12
But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those who believe in his 
name,
13
who were born not by natural generation nor by human choice nor by a man's decision but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the 
Father's only Son, full of grace and truth.



December 25: Jesus is Born!
Merry Christmas!

Luke 2:1-20
1
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled.
2
This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
3
So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town.
4
And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is 
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David,
5
to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
6
While they were there, the time came for her to have her child,
7
and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn.
8
Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and keeping the night watch over their flock.
9
The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
struck with great fear.
10
The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people.
11
For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord.
12
And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger."
13
And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying:
14
"Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests."
15
When the angels went away from them to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go, then, to 
Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."
16
So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger.
17
When they saw this, they made known the message that had been told them about this child.
18
All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds.
19
And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.
20
Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had 
been told to them.


